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Year 3 Religious Education
In Religion Year 3 students have unpacked the Advent/ Christmas driving question which is
‘What promise is fulfilled at Christmas’?
Students then embodied the key words such as promise, fulfilled and Christmas.
Students collaborated in groups to understand the purpose and symbols of Advent.
Using the Jigsaw strategy students became experts on four specific texts;
-

Meaning of Advent
Colours of Advent
Wreath and Candles
Nativity Scene

Students shared what they had interpreted from reading their specific text with another group of students.
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From The Principal
I read this prayer this morning and felt the need to share it with you as we start to near the finish line.
God of all, we give thanks today
for all our students, staff and families
and the contributions we have made to this school community.
May we be blessed for all that we do.
May we be encouraged to continue to share our gifts and talents.
Let us be supported as we risk, as we give, and as we grow.
Amen.
This Sunday we begin the Season of Advent where we as a community begin to prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas
by reflecting and looking forward with hope, peace, love and joy.
As we enter into the last month of school for 2021 it's a fitting time to look back and be amazed at what a different year it has been
and how we have all come together to make it through. We continue to value and appreciate your support as parents and ask for
just a little more patience in relation to our current guidelines. I know that we all still feel a little disengaged and that is not normal for
our school community. I also know that 2022 will be a year of rebuilding and strengthening our community with each other.
Regardless of us not being able to celebrate as many events together for the ending of this year, please know that we are here and
we continue to want to provide the best learning environment and school experience possible for our students and in turn, our
families.
The end of the school year can be stressful for children and families, with lots of commitments and uncertainty as children move to
new schools and classes. I hope that over the next couple of weeks you are able to find opportunities for rest and that the Advent
season is a time of calm and peaceful preparation.
New Kindergarten Cohort
Today & tomorrow we will have welcomed some of the new children who will join us as Kindergarten students in 2022. It was
wonderful to greet so many excited and some nervous little people. Our 2022 Kindergarten Teachers are: Kristina Abi- Rizk (Takchi)
and Claire Nicholas. I thank them for their work in making our new students and their families feel welcome. The Kindergarten
teachers are looking forward to meeting them again next Wednesday and Thursday.

Covid Updates
As you would be aware a number of primary and high schools in the local area have had positive cases of COVID -19. I
would like to thank parents of students in affected High Schools for contacting Holy Family Primary and apprising us of
the situation as well as keeping younger siblings home until they have a negative result. I applaud these parents for your
concern for our entire community and your open communication in these situations.
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School Reports
Semester 2 Student Learning Reports will be sent home next Friday 3rd December. As previously explained this
semester’s report will only be reporting on Religious Education, English and Mathematics in addition to the learning
dispositions of your child.
Message from OZ Fashion

OZ Fashions trading dates and times during the Christmas period and we encourage families to purchase school uniforms by
mid-December to avoid lengthy queues and crowds in January.
Last Working date: Friday, 24th December 2021
Re-opening date: Thursday, 6th January 2022
OZ Fashions Trading Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9am - 5:30pm
Saturday: 9am – 4pm
Sunday/Public Holiday: CLOSED
From our family to yours we wish you a very Merry & safe Christmas and a prosperous New Year!!!

God Bless and stay safe

Cheryl Fortini
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First Penance & First Holy Communion Masses for 2021 - Holy Cross Parish
The first Holy Communion Masses have been rescheduled for Saturday, 19 February and
Saturday, 26 February. These Masses will be for those who enrolled their children for the
Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist this year and were scheduled to make their first
confession and first Holy Communion last month.
The N.S.W. Government's public health restrictions regarding density limits and social
distancing means that we must continue to limit the number of guests (including parents and
siblings) to 10 for each candidate. If the public health restrictions change sufficiently to allow
us to safely increase the number of guests, then we will advise you of this.
The dates for the first Holy Communion Masses will be:
Saturday, 19 February at 12:00 p.m. at Holy Family Church and Saturday, 26 February at
12:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church.
Those who originally selected to be enrolled for 9 October at Holy Family Church will now be
enrolled for 19 February at Holy Family Church.
Those who originally selected to be enrolled for 16 October at Holy Trinity Church will now be
enrolled for 26 February at Holy Trinity Church.
Further details of the date for first confessions and the date for the rehearsal for the Masses
will be provided in due course.

THE FEAST OF THE CHRIST THE KING - Sunday 21st November
The Church celebrated the Feast of Christ the King, also called the
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, on the
last Sunday of the Liturgical year.
The Feast was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 with his
encyclical Quas primas, to respond to a world that was rejecting
Christ and was being dominated by secularism.
Pope Pius hoped that the establishment of this feast would bring
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about the following:
● That this annual celebration would assist the faithful to gain strength in their true King,
Jesus Christ;
● That leaders and nations would recognise that they are bound to submit and give
respect to Christ the King;
● That nations would see that the Church has the right to freedom, and immunity from
the state. In these times when we are challenged in our faith and our ability to worship
together, let us remember that Jesus Christ is Our King who reigns forever.
That individuals should honour and recognise Jesus as their ‘Sovereign King’ and
●
emulate his total gift of self, perfectly embodied on the Cross. In imitation of their
thorn-crowned King, individuals can help bring love and relief to those who suffer and help to
proclaim the Good News of the Reign of Christ in the world today.
(From: The Catholic Diocese of Sydney Website)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKHmtGdE05Y

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
Advent 2021 begins on Sunday,
November 28th, and ends on Friday,
December 24.
Some people may know that Advent
serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth
in the season leading up to Christmas.
That's only part of the story.
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a
translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that during the 4th and 5th, Advent
was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January feast of
Epiphany, his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist and his first miracle at Cana.
During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and
fasting to prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent
and Christmas.
By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But
the “coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but
his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that
the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas.
Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. The church,
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during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s coming in celebration while at the same time looking
forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when he returns for his people.
From: christianity.com
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PBS4L!
During the last fortnight we explored what we consider to be a small problem or a big problem. We
also looked at how we can foster our inner coach and quieten our inner critic! We looked at building
positive relationships with others and how we can move our relationships back into the green zone
when they aren’t going as well as we hoped for.

This week we also received our water fight reward for reaching 400 tokens. We will
have a free choice afternoon to celebrate 600 tokens on Friday Week 9. This Friday we
have the team from Play On setting up a range of inflatable obstacles for our students
to enjoy as a reward for their amazing learning during homeschooling.
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STUDENT AWARDS
We congratulate Week 6 Term 4 Student of the Week Award
recipients:
Kindergarten

Ivan Zheng

Evelyn McKenzie

Year 1

Angel Kovaleff

Joe Nakhoul

Year 2

Samuel Livingstone

Cairee Piniero

Year 3

Henry Hu

Mia Houshmand

Year 4

Aiden Sorojevic

Anthony El Hayek

Year 5

Nabil Nassar

George Khalwy

Year 6

Tyson Vu

Clara-Maria El Kadi
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STUDENT AWARDS
We congratulate Week 7 Term 4 Student of the Week Award
recipients:
Kindergarten

Christian El Katrib

Samusoni Kaivelata

Year 1

Charles Mansour

Gabriella Zappia

Year 2

Yihan Lu

Siupeli Faletau

Year 3

Nicolas El Chediac

Amen Tewelde

Year 4

Derek Custodio

Olivia Katrib

Year 5

Miriam Norah

Jeremiah Nakhoul

Year 6

Ngor Mathiang

Rita El Ghoubaira
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Absentee Note System - If a teacher marks a student as ‘Not Present’ an SMS will
go out to parents around 12 pm. Please click on the link in the SMS and follow the
instructions to respond. If you do not receive an SMS or are unable to follow the link
please send a note in with your child when they return. If you need help please see
Miss Keane in the office. All notes must be returned within 7 days of the absence or
the student will be marked as ‘Unexplained, unjustified absence’.

Any students leaving must give 10 weeks written notice to the school, a form is available
from the office. 2021 school fees are due by 18/11/2021. Statements have been sent to your
mailing address, please contact the office if you have not received it.

Students away or sent home due to cold or flu like symptoms must
supply negative covid test results or a Doctor’s certificate stating why they do not
require a test and that they are fit to return to school. Please email these to
holyfamilyegranville@parra.catholic.edu.au before sending them back to school or have
them bring them to the office before going into the classroom. Thank you for your help in
keeping us all Covid safe.

Holy Family is going ‘CASHLESS’ as directed by CEDP. Thank you to all those families who have changed
over to paying online or by card. Could parents ordering from BOOK CLUB please also start using the
online instructions on the order form rather than sending cash into school with students.

2021 school fee statements have been sent out. You are still able to make your payment online or
at a post office. If you would like to know your outstanding balance or have not received your
statement please email hali1@parra.catholic.edu.au .
FEEDBACK and COMPLAINTS
Holy Family, East Granville staff always welcome feedback and ideas from the parent community. If you have any feedback,
concerns or complaints please do not hesitate to contact your child's class teacher, Mr Bawden (behaviour) or Mrs Fortini through
the school office (86338200), school email address HolyFamilyEGranville@parra.catholic.edu.au, or through Skoolbag App. The
school follows the CEDP Complaints Handling Policy.
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HFS Parent Calendar - Term 4, 2021
Week

Date

Event

2

Monday 11/10

Remote Learning Continues

3

Monday 18/10

Kindergarten & Year 1 Return to school

Clyde St Pickup resumes
4

Monday 25/10

Year 2 - Year 6 Return to school

5

Monday 1/11

All Saints Day
Band Program resumes

Tuesday 2/11

All Souls Day

Thursday 11/11

Remembrance Day

Friday 12/11

Celebration of Learning - K, 1, & 2 - 9:00am

6
7

Monday 15/11

8

Monday 22/11

9

Monday 29/11
Friday 3/12

10

Monday 6/12
Thursday 9/12

11

Celebration of Learning - 3, 4, 5 & 6 - 9:00am
Reports go home

Christmas Celebrations (TBC)

Monday 13/12
Wednesday 15/12

Last day of school for students

Term 4 - Last day Wednesday 15th December
Term 1 2022 - Year 1 to 6 return Tuesday 1st February 2022
Kindergarten begin Thursday 3rd February
Kindergarten -best start testing by appointment 1st & 2nd February
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