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Year 3

The feast day of Saint Mary of the Cross is celebrated on the 9th of August.
During the month of August Year 3 spent some time learning more about Mary
MacKillop. We are inspired by her actions in helping the poor and needy and her
passion for ensuring all children had access to a quality, Catholic education.
We made artworks which represent and reflect the spirit and values of Mary
MacKillop.
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From The Principal
Community News
Mia (in Year 1) and her parents welcomed a new addition to their
family on August 9th, Ian Rafael. Mia is already showing what a
great big sister she is to him.
We also extend our congratulations to the Lin family, Minhao in
Kindergarten who became a big brother to twins. Minhao now has
a new baby brother and sister. Mrs Lin and the twins are still in
hospital but are doing well.
We offer our sincere sympathies to the Ghale family on the recent
passing of Anweshi’s (Year 6) beloved grandfather.
Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord,
May perpetual light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen
While we keep these families in our prayers, we have been notified of another family from our community who have
been diagnosed COVID-19 positive and are isolating at home. That is now three families, including the children who
are suffering from Covid-19. I urge all our community members to be vigilant, keep safe and follow the current NSW
Health Orders.
Why do your children need to participate in Zoom Meetings?
Once again I would like to thank our wonderful students for the way they are coming online each day and attending
their zoom check-ins, completing and uploading their work for the day. Some teachers are worried about some
students who do not attend Zoom meetings each day. The purpose of the zoom meetings are twofold.
Firstly it is a way for teachers to greet their students each day, having virtual face-to-face connections and also for
each child to have that same experience with both their teachers and their friends who they possibly haven’t seen in
person for over 8 weeks. That short time for social interaction and check-in helps with student wellbeing.
Secondly it is through the zoom meetings that teachers are providing explicit teaching and instruction for the day’s
learning. Without this vital interaction between teachers and students, some students are struggling and if they don’t
understand the task,they tend to not complete it, putting it into the “too hard basket”. We want all our students to
experience success and be independent learners. By attending these zooms, students gain the necessary information
and strategies to move forward in their learning.
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Have you done this?
On Monday 16 August you should have received an email or SMS (for those parents without email) from the Catholic
Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) asking you to review and, where necessary, update the key information they
hold about your children currently enrolled in CEDP schools.
The purpose of this review is to ensure that CEDP has the right details to correctly identify and support students, including
contacting families in an emergency or to share important updates.
Steps have been taken to ensure this process is as secure as possible to protect your information and your family’s
privacy. Your information is only accessed by authorised staff when it is necessary and in accordance with our Privacy
Policy.
The link closes this Friday 3 September and I encourage you to complete the review/update as soon as possible to
ensure that your family’s correct details are on file. This is particularly important as Greater Sydney remains in lockdown
due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
This short “how to” video may assist you with completing the process (use the closed caption icon to turn on subtitles).
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Only one person per family needs to complete the survey and it takes about 15 minutes to complete. If you have any
questions or to seek help, please contact the CEDP Community Liaison Team on 9840 5796.

Help Needed!!
Due to the lockdown and restricted movements between LGAs the number of students enrolled for Kindergarten 2022 is
a lot less than our usual number of incoming students. If there are any current families of Holy Family that have a 5
year old child who has not started school in 2021or a child at home that will turn five before June,2022 and hasn’t
already enrolled them for 2022, please contact the school for an enrollment package. I would also ask parents who
have friends or relatives with children in this age bracket and haven’t already enrolled them in a school for 2022, to
contact Holy Family Primary School for an enrollment package.
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God Bless and stay safe

Cheryl Fortini
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A Prayer for Fathers
Heavenly Father,
you entrusted your Son Jesus,
the child of Mary,
to the care of Joseph, an earthly father.
Bless all fathers
as they care for their families.
Give them strength and wisdom,
tenderness and patience.
Support them in the work they have to do,
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protecting those who look to them,
as we look to you for love and salvation,
through Jesus Christ our rock and defender.

This Monday families are invited to come together and share in the prayer
celebration that will be uploaded to each grade’s learning platform.
We ask, that if possible, take a photo of your family coming together around
the screen and send that in to Mrs Donlan via email
(jdonlan@parra.catholic.edu.au)
In addition to the prayer celebration, each grade will be adding something to
our school FACEBOOK page in recognition of our fathers, step-fathers,
grandfathers and father figures. Keep an eye out for this from Monday.
We hope all HFS dads enjoy this special day.
Our onsite students created a special message for our dads. Video.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS PARISH GRANVILLE
The extension of the N.S.W. Government's stay-at-home orders and the
continuing public health restrictions mean that it may not be possible for the
Masses for first Holy Communion scheduled for 9 October and 16 October
to take place.
At this point, there is no information regarding the restrictions which will be
in place in October and so it is not possible to determine whether or not
these Masses can be arranged as planned.
If these Masses cannot be arranged as scheduled, other arrangements will be made for these
Masses when it is practical to do so and when the N.S.W. Government's public health restrictions
will allow. Candidates will be advised by email, as well as in the parish's bulletin.

The HOME Ground program will continue to offer a variety of online faith-filled events until
17 September.
Coming up this week:
Tuesday 31 August at 7:30pm – A night on Prayer, Meditation and the ways of enhancing spiritual
life.
Wednesday 1 September at 8:00pm – Worship Wednesday ALL Stars
Thursday 2 September at 7:30pm – Season of Creation ‘BE MET’ Night. Discussion on how you
can unite with Pope Francis, the Australian Bishops and Christians around the globe to make
Season Of Creation a special time of prayer and action for our common home.
See: https://parracatholic.org/homeground/

Page 7

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

⃝

Wednesday 2nd September 2021

⃝

Term 3 Week 8

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ISSUE 6
In response to the extended lockdown in some areas of NSW, scholastics have added the temporary option
for parents to select home delivery when placing their Book Club orders. This option will enable you to
place and receive book orders while your children are undertaking learning at home.
Parents will be provided with the option to select either school or home delivery for any new Book Club
Orders they place. This will help give your students access to great books and resources while they're at
home.
The home delivery option will automatically be added to schools in the lockdown area, and the
catalogue is available to view on LOOP, see the links below.
Please note:
●
●

The home delivery option can be selected by parents at the time of ordering at a cost of $7.50.
School deliveries will still be sent to the school once the school has finalised the order.
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As our school is now cashless we encourage all families wishing to order
book club to do so through the below online portal links.
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Other news
In Year 3 we have been busy showcasing our mathematical thinking during remote learning.
We have been demonstrating our ability to use written and mental strategies to solve addition and
subtraction problems and applying this knowledge to solve rich tasks.
The jump strategy
is one strategy
we can use
for addition

Open-ended tasks challenge us to apply our knowledge in the context of a problem.
We have also been exploring arrays and how we can break them down to explain our thinking in
multiplication and grouping
One great feature on
Seesaw is a voice recording.
We have been explaining
our thinking by recording
our voice. This helps us to
become more confident
with using our mathematical
vocabulary.
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PBS4L!
Last week in our PBS4L lesson we identified 5 adults we could speak to if we felt unsafe
online. We are so lucky to have these people we can trust in our lives!

This week in our PBS4L lesson we explored how we can be active participants in our online
lessons and listen to all voices. We came up with a range of ideas about how we can be
inclusive of all.
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Staff Development Days - Our next Staff Development Day is currently
scheduled for Tuesday 5th October.

Absentee Note System
If a teacher marks a student as ‘Not Present’ an SMS will go out to parents around 12
pm. Please click on the link in the SMS and follow the instructions to respond. If you
do not receive an SMS or are unable to follow the link please send a note in with your
child when they return. If you need help please see Miss Keane in the office. All
notes must be returned within 7 days of the absence or the student will be marked as
‘Unexplained, unjustified absence’.

Any students leaving in 2021 must give 10 weeks written notice to the school, a form is
available from the office. Term 1 school fees are now overdue. Term 2 statements have been
sent to your mailing address, please contact the office if you have not received it.

Students away or sent home due to cold or flu like symptoms must
supply negative covid test results or a Doctor’s certificate stating why they do not
require a test and that they are fit to return to school. Please email these to
holyfamilyegranville@parra.catholic.edu.au before sending them back to school or have
them bring them to the office before going into the classroom. Thank you for your help in
keeping us all Covid safe.

Holy Family is going ‘CASHLESS’ as directed by CEDP. Thank you to all those families who have
changed over to paying online or by card. Could parents ordering from BOOK CLUB please also
start using the online instructions on the order form rather than sending cash into school with
students.
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Term 3 school fee statements have been sent out. You are still able to make your term 3 payment
online or at a post office. If you would like to know your outstanding balance or have not received
your statement please email hali1@parra.catholic.edu.au .

HFS Parent Calendar - Term 3, 2021
Week

Date

Event

1

Tuesday 13/7

Online Learning Begins

2

Monday 19/7

Online Learning Continues

3

Monday 26/7

Online Learning Continues - Grandparents Day Liturgy

4

Monday 2/8

Online Learning Continues

5

Monday 9/8

St Mary of the Cross Feast Day Liturgy (Slideshow)
Online Learning Continues

6

Monday 16/8

Online Learning Continues

7

Monday 23/8

Online Learning Continues
Book Week Activities Virtually

8

Monday 30/8

9

Friday 10/9

Celebration of Learning - K, 1, & 2 - 9:00am TBC

10

Friday 17/9

End of Term 3

Term 3 - Last day Friday 17th September
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