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This term in Religious Education, Year 2s drivingquestion is …
What is the relationship between Baptism,
family, community and belonging?
Year 2 has been investigating different ways
that we can feel we belong.
We belong to Holy Family School, our
soccer/sporting teams and swimming
groups.

We know that relationships
are different ways we can connect to
people. We showed this by making our
family tree.
We will be learning about
the importance of Baptism in our lives in
the coming weeks and are
very excited to showcase our learning.
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From the Principal

“In the last hours of His life, Jesus prays. In those sorrowful moments, as He
prepares to take leave of His disciples and this world, Jesus prays for His
friends. Even though He bears in His heart and in His flesh all the sin of the
world, Jesus continues to love us and pray for us. From His prayer, we learn how
to deal with dramatic and painful moments in our own lives. Let us think about
one particular word that Jesus uses in His prayer to Father: it is the word “keep”.
Dear brothers and sisters… let us ask ourselves: what we are being called to
keep?... In the first place, to keep the faith. We need to keep the faith lest we yield
to grief or plunge into the despair of those who no longer see a way out…
Second, to keep unity. Jesus asks the Father to preserve the unity of his
disciples, so that they may be “completely one” (Jn 17:21), one family in which
love and fraternity reign… Finally, and third, we are called to keep the truth…
Keeping the truth does not mean defending ideas, becoming guardians of a
system of doctrines and dogmas, but remaining bound to Christ and being
devoted to his Gospel.”
Pope Francis

Power of Prayer
While Australia is experiencing minimal community COVID-19 cases, other countries around the world are not as lucky. I
ask all members of the Holy Family community to pray for those suffering from this pandemic in particular India and
Nepal. Many of our community members have families that are directly affected and are in urgent need of our prayers.
.
Celebrating 200 Years Catholic Education Mass
On Monday 24th May, student and parent representatives from each of the
catholic schools in the Diocese of Parramatta joined with school Principal’s,
teaching staff and many members of the Catholic Education Diocese of
Parramatta staff, including our Director of Education Mr Greg Whitby to
celebrate 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia at St Patrick’s Cathedral.
Our Eucharistic celebration was celebrated by Bishop Vincent Long Van
Nguyen. I would like to thank Mrs Pauline Issac and her daughter Mikayla for
representing Holy Family Primary School. Mrs Issac also read one of the
prayers of intercession at the Mass.
For the many different peoples who make up our society, that, living in
harmony, we may always welcome those who seek a new life in the Great
South Land of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
New signage around the school
When you have an opportunity to walk around the school you will notice there
is new signage alerting the students of school expectations in different areas at
school. Thank you Mrs French for organising these.
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Celebration of Learning
I would like to apologise for the breakdown in communication regarding Celebration of Learning assemblies at Holy
Family in 2021. While we had put the dates of these on the school calendar we neglected to advertise the change in
time. Many parents still thought that these were taking place on a Friday afternoon as they had pre-covid. As the
purpose of the assemblies is Celebration of Learning, they will now take priority in the two nominated weeks per term.
The Celebration of Learning scheduled in Week 9 of each term will also include the presentation of our new school
awards, recognising students who have continually demonstrated the school’s expectations of Living Safely, Loving
Respectfully and Learning Daily.
TTFM Survey
We are seeking Feedback and Feed-Forward in the coming weeks and will be inviting students, teachers and parents to
complete an online survey. The surveys are an important part of our whole school evaluation and future planning process.
You will be invited to complete the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Partners in Learning survey. We value the role of our
parents and carers within our school community, we would greatly appreciate your feedback. The information you provide will
be used to maintain our commitment to working together in partnership to further improve student learning and wellbeing at
Holy Family.
The Tell Them From Me Survey is a complete evaluation system for measuring student engagement, well-being, classroom
climate, and other factors known to affect learning outcomes. Information is captured from students, parents and teachers to
inform school policy and practice.
The survey is anonymous and will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. More details will follow next week including
the online link for parents, the due by date of the survey and additional material.
Parent/Student and Teacher Interviews
The Semester One report will be issued to all families in Week 8 of this term. The interviews are being planned for Week
9 for families to meet and share further information on the student’s learning. This will be a time for reflection and
planning a way forward for the student’s learning. Information regarding booking a time will be issued in the coming
week.
Winter Inform
All students should now be wearing their full winter uniform, including long sleeve shirts, pants and ties for the boys. Oz
Fashion has now received supplies of the new school jacket and sports track suit.
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Volunteer Requirements
All parents/carers that wish to assist the school in any activities, MUST complete the CEDP Building Child Safe
Communities online undertaking form and training module for volunteers. You may be asked to leave if you have not
completed the requirements.
This can be accessed via
1. www.parra.catholic.edu.au
2. Click on About Us
3. Click on Building Child Safe Communities
4. Read the questions and follow the instructions carefully
CEDP have made changes to the requirements for Building Child Safe Communities training. Therefore if you have
completed the BCSC training prior to 2020, you will need to complete the new training as soon as possible. Thank you
for your continued support.
Attendance

Holy Family attendance data is still continuing to improve and we once again have reached a higher percentage of
attendance than the average of all diocesan schools. Our aim is to reach at least 90%.
God Bless
Cheryl Fortini
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Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021, More than a
word. Reconciliation takes action, urges the
reconciliation movement towards braver and more
impactful action.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as
individuals, families, communities, organisations and
importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are
relationships between the broader Australian
community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build
relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories,
cultures, and futures
2021 marks twenty years of Reconciliation Australia and almost three decades of Australia’s formal
reconciliation process.
Creator Spirit,
All creation once declared your glory,
Your laws were honoured and trusted,
Forgive us our neglect as our country approaches
the most critical moment in its history.
Listen to our prayer as we turn to you,
Hear the cry of our land and its people,
Just as you heard the cry of Jesus,
your Son, on the Cross.
Help us to replace our national shame
With true national pride by restoring the
dignity of our First People whose antiquity is
unsurpassed.
May our faith and trust in you increase.
Only then will our nation grow strong and be
a worthy place for all who wish to make their home in our land.
Amen

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories,
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation
in Australia.
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Last week in PBS4L… I can Challenge Myself
In PBS4L last week students discussed why it is important to challenge ourselves. They learnt
the importance of having a growth mindset rather than a fixed mindset. So don’t say “I give
up” instead try telling yourself “I can do this!”.

This week in PBS4L…
I can show perseverance
in challenging situations
This week, we discussed how it is important to
show perseverance in challenging tasks.
We know that sometimes we
might end up in the learning pit,
but we can use strategies such
as never giving up and using a
growth mindset to achieve our
goals.
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Correct Causal Connect!
Year 4 has been working with Mr Martin to learn a new brain push-up called “Correct Causal
Connect”. In this brain push-up, we need to include a causal connective in a sentence.
During our assembly item last week, we shared sentences about teachers in our school and we used
different causal connectives. We also used our knowledge of exaggeration and incorporated this into
some of the sentences.
Miss Khoury drank two big cans of soda therefore she
felt extremely unwell in her stomach and couldn’t get
out of bed ever again!

Miss Dalger went shopping and bought everything she
wanted, hence she had no more money left.

Mrs French got married and changed her name as a
result of meeting a handsome prince.

Miss Takchi is scared of insects even though one lives
in her shoe. Sshhh..

Mrs Fortini is as tall as a giraffe because of her
extremely high heels.

Mrs Chiha is number one on the NRL tipping competition
although she barely knows any of the rules.

Mrs Kari tries to be strict but she always ends up
laughing. Maybe she has ants in her pants?

Mr Ken works really hard to keep our school clean,
however, some students forget to put their rubbish in
the bin.

Mr Eid had a big fright caused by the cheeky teachers
throwing a million gigantic water balloons at him.

Mr Puumalainen was starving so he ordered 5000
burgers which made his stomach rumble as loud as a
dinosaur.
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Excursion to the City
On Thursday the 20th of May, Year Two went on an adventure where they explored the
different parts of the city. This term in Year Two, we have been learning about our nation
and the special features that Australia has to offer. We were inspired by the book
Alexander’s Outing by Pamella Allen, and were lucky enough to see some of the special
things that were in the book. First we arrived at Customs House to explore this beautiful
Museum and were able to see a scale model of Sydney's city centre underneath a glass
floor. On the excursion we were able to have recess in the Botanical Gardens and also
see the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Opera House. On our adventure we also visited the
State Library, Parliament House, First Sydney Hospital and St Mary’s Cathedral. To
conclude our day we finished with lunch at Hyde park and returned via bus to Holy
Family. Students had a great time and learnt about our beautiful country of Australia.
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STUDENT AWARDS
We congratulate Week 4 Term 2 Student of the Week Award recipients:
Kindergarten

Aayaan Kaul

Enhao Xue

Year 1

Isabella Nakhoul

Angus White

Year 2

Karina Chen

Maroun Dib

Year 3

Kimi Lin

Arica Wang

Year 4

Jeremy Georges

Charbel Dib

Year 5

Samuel Georges

Leah El Chediac

Year 6

Mariah Manolis

Rushil Limbu
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STUDENT AWARDS
We congratulate Week 5 Term 2 Student of the Week Award recipients:
Kindergarten

Georgia Mansour

Fiona Lin

Year 1

Anthony Bitar

William Isaac

Year 2

Yihan Lu

Tracy Shi

Year 3

Tristan Lancaster

Augustine Huang

Year 4

Gabriel Isaac

Mel Isaac Palisoc

Year 5

Jason Chen

Lauren Callao

Year 6

Erika Tabach

Tyrell Firmin
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Staff Development Days - Our next Staff Development Day will be Friday 25th
June (last day of Term 2). Please also note the public holiday coming up on
Monday 14th June.

Absentee Note System
If a teacher marks a student as ‘Not Present’ an SMS will go out to parents around 12
pm. Please click on the link in the SMS and follow the instructions to respond. If you do
not receive an SMS or are unable to follow the link please send a note in with your
child when they return. If you need help please see Miss Keane in the office. All notes
must be returned within 7 days of the absence or the student will be marked as
‘Unexplained, unjustified absence’.

Any students leaving in 2021 must give 10 weeks written notice to the school, a form is
available from the office. Term 1 school fees are now overdue. Term 2 statements have been
sent to your mailing address, please contact the office if you have not received it.

Students away or sent home due to cold or flu like symptoms must
supply negative covid test results or a Doctor’s certificate stating why they do not
require a test and that they are fit to return to school. Please email these to
holyfamilyegranville@parra.catholic.edu.au before sending them back to school or have them
bring them to the office before going into the classroom. Thank you for your help in keeping us
all Covid safe.

Holy Family is going ‘CASHLESS’ as directed by CEDP. Thank you to all those families who have
changed over to paying online or by card. Could parents ordering from BOOK CLUB please also start
using the online instructions on the order form rather than sending cash into school with students.
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HFS Parent Calendar - Term 2, 2021
Week

Date

Event

6

26/5

Parent Forum (Technology & Cyber Safety) 6:30 PM

27/5

Yr 5 attending Reconciliation

28/5

Netball - Final week.
Yr 6 & Kindergarten attending Parish Mass
Y1 Excursion - 8:50 AM
Y4 Excursion - 8:30 AM

31/5

Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Parent Survey

3-4/6

Year 6 Canberra Trip - 6:45 AM

4/6

Yr 5 attending Parish Mass

8

8/6

Yr 1 attending Parish Mass

8

10/6

School Reports go home

11/6

Athletics Carnival

14/6

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

15/6

Yr3 attending Parish Mass

15-18/6

Parent/Teacher Meetings

17/6

Vinnies Sleepout - Pyjama Mufti-Day Fundraiser

18/6

Celebration of Learning Yrs 1,3,5 - 9:15 AM
Cumberland Council Police Talk

24/6

Students last day for Term 2

25/6

Staff Development Day - End of Term 2

7

9

10
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