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Year 2 Religious Education
Advent in Year 2

This past fortnight, Year 2 students
have been looking at the change in our liturgical calendar.
We changed our cloth on our prayer table from green, which
represents ordinary time, to purple, to represent Advent.

We also added 5 candles to represent the advent wreath.
Three purple candles, one rose candle and one white candle.
Lighting one candle each Sunday of Advent and the final white candle on
Christmas Day.
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From The Principal
My speech from our End of Year Liturgy last Friday
2021 What a year! Last year was full of challenges but we really didn’t know that those challenges would be amplified in 2021. At
the beginning of the year I stood wondering what 2021 would bring, that it couldn’t possibly be as bad as 2020. Who would have
imagined that just as we were going to begin our school holidays in June, a new strain of COVID-19 would cause NSW to
lockdown for 16 weeks.
Just as the students were challenged to read and discover a whole variety of new words, the words I would use to describe 2021
include chaotic, scary, unprecedented and challenging but also one of great change, new learnings, achievements, many firsts
and above all hope. We have a great leadership team who have continued to focus on learning no matter the circumstances. They
thrive on change, diversity and progress. The team is determined to accelerate learning, using current theory and evidence to
improve professional practice. The teaching and learning which we have seen in 2021, has continued to improve. The
opportunities being afforded to our learners is of the highest quality and meets the diverse range of learning needs within our
school. Thank you to Mr Bawden, Mrs Donlan, Mrs Ardus, Mrs French and Mr Eid for all you contribute to our community.
I am proud and honoured to be able to state that I am extremely fortunate to be working with some of the best educators that I
have had the privilege to work alongside. The drive, passion and determination, underpinned by skill, knowledge and empathy,
has seen teaching and learning continue to raise progress and achievement despite the ever changing social, learning and
emotional needs they have been confronted with. 2021 has certainly tested all of them, changing to remote learning for over a
term without very much time for preparation, learning new technology skills so that students received quality education throughout
the COVID-19 lockdown period and working collaboratively, supporting each other. The teachers are aware of areas to develop,
and through reflective practice, they address these as individuals and as a whole staff. Thank you for all you have achieved in
2021, I appreciate your expertise and encouragement of all our students.
Core areas of focus which have I believe have been the catalyst to our success are:
●
The development of collaborative teaching and learning
practice through inquiry
●
Student engagement in developing and improving their oral language skills
●
The continued work of PBS4L throughout the school
The most special component of Holy Family School is the absolutely fantastic student learners. Our learners are what make our
school so special. Our students demonstrate what a good ambassador looks like in the community, whether working from home or
school.You can be relied upon to always try your best.
As I look back on what the children have achieved and how far you have all come, I want to congratulate all of you in achieving
the goals you have all set for yourselves during 2021. I am proud of each and everyone of you. It is important to remember, that
no matter what, we celebrate all the achievements of our wonderful students, and support them to be the best that they can be. It
is important to keep learning and continue to develop individual talents while learning to get on with others, problem solve, be selfmotivated, curious, determined and resilient.
We Are Learners! Yes We Are!
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Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to some wonderful staff members- some here for just a short while, while others have been part
of our community for longer.
❖
I would like to thank Mr Joseph Eid for his contributions to Holy Family School for the past two years. Mr Eid’s legacy to
Holy Family is the FIAT movement. During his time with us he has been responsible for coordinating sporting carnivals, cross
country, swimming and various sporting clinics. Mr Eid has been a Year 6 and Year 2 teacher and coordinator 1 also working on
technology. Mr Eid will be moving to St Bernadette’s Primary School, Castle Hill as Coordinator 2 in 2022. We wish him every
success for the future.

❖

Miss Charmaine Cobal has accepted a position at Santa Sophia College, Box Hill after two years teaching Kindergarten
at Holy Family Primary. Thank you Charmaine for allowing us to travel with you through your first 2 years of teaching, years of
learning, of challenges, but also a year of developing relationships with your wonderful Kindergarten students and colleagues.
Good luck as you continue your teaching career.
❖
Thank you and farewell to Ms Bryony Williams. Ms Williams agreed to become a member of Holy Family Primary after
completing her internship with Year 2 during the lockdown. She began this term working in Kindergarten and Year 1 then working
continuously in Year 1 after Mrs Irwin went on maternity leave. We are grateful for your dedication to improving the learning
outcomes for all the students in your care. Ms Williams is moving onto Santa Sabina College, Strathfield. Good luck Bryony as you
continue your teaching journey.
❖
Mrs Susie Chalita returned in Term 1 to complete her teaching internship and then agreed to take on the Targeted
Intervention teaching position. Thank you Mrs Chalita for all the love and guidance you give to the students you work with,
constantly encouraging them to achieve their best. We wish you every blessing as the future unfolds before you. Mrs Chalita will
be working at Beresford Rd Public school in 2022.
❖
After a term of working at Holy Family Primary school, we farewell Miss Elise Lillis who has diligently worked on the
Intensive Numeracy program. We wish you every success in your teaching career.
❖
Two lovely dedicated teachers were needed to replace Mrs Moujalli this term while she was on Long Service Leave.
Thank you to Mrs Louisa Dou and Mrs Marliene Sahyoun for working with the students of Holy Family continuing to develop
their musical skills. We truly appreciate the way you seamlessly fit into our community. I’m certain that we will see you again at
Holy Family in the future.
❖
Mrs Kerry Valenzisi is a quiet diligent teacher who has quietly made a huge difference to a selected group of Year 1
students working with them on the Reading Recovery Program. We are very thankful for the work you have completed with these
students.
❖
We also say goodbye to Mr Nick Azar, our IT Trainee for the past two years. Nick will be continuing his role in the IT
industry. It has been a pleasure to watch you grow and develop your own skills by helping us. We wish you every success in the
future.
❖
Miss Kelly Keane has been the welcoming, happy, smiling face in the front office for the past 3 years. Miss Keane has
decided to accept a position closer to home. In 2022 she will be working at Bede Polding Catholic Secondary College at South
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Windsor. We wish you every succession in your new school, they are lucky to have someone with your amazing organisational
skills join their team.
❖
We are also saying farewell to Mrs Vanessa Elias today. She is a committed teacher who has worked at Holy Family for
the past 12 years. Thank you Mrs Elias for your dedication, friendship and faith during your time at Holy Family. Mrs Ellis has
accepted a teaching position at St Francis of Assisi, Glendenning. We wish for you all of God’s blessings.
I would like to conclude by asking all the children to take a special message home to your parents. Thank them for everything they
do for you and their help and support of the school in 2021. This year so many of them had to become teachers when you had to
do remote learning, plus continuing everything else they normally do for you and many having to work from home as well. They
deserve a huge hug. For those students and families who are leaving our community at the end of the year we wish you God’s
blessing for the future.
Finally I would like to wish everyone a very happy and holy Christmas, a safe and awesome holiday filled with love, laughter and
joy. Keep healthy and safe. God Bless.
The last week
The last day of term for Holy Family students is next Wednesday 15th December. Until this date students are still required
to attend school.
On Monday afternoon after lunch, students from Kindergarten to Year 5 will participate in the Step Up afternoon where they
will meet their teachers for 2022. Students will also be given a list of equipment/resource requirements for their grade next
year.
On Tuesday each grade will participate in their own learning space, a Christmas celebration with their teachers and peers
as the final PBS4L whole school reward for 2021.
Community Generosity
Thank you to all members of our community who continually stun me with your generosity towards our St Vincent de
Paul Christmas Appeal. Your personal commitments to help those less fortunate than yourself is a true testament of
our faith in action and an active way to share the Christmas spirit.
Covid safety
While many COVID restrictions have been lifted in the wider community this does not apply to school settings.
Schools still have to maintain adherence to the Public Health Orders and while this may frustrate and confuse some
of our community I ask that in these last few days of the school term you continue to follow all the Covid Safety
protocols we have had to implement, ensuring the continued safety of all students and staff.
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End of Year Liturgy
Last Friday we were fortunate for Fr Andrew to come across to the school and preside over our End of Year Liturgy. We are
very lucky to have such an accommodating Parish Priest who supports us in all that we do. The students were active
participants in the liturgy contributing to the reading of scripture and prayers. Our playground was a genuine sacred space.

School Citizenship Award 2021
Congratulations to Makayla Isaac on being Holy Family Primary School’s 2021 recipient
the Auburn Review’s School Citizenship Award.
Makayla is a diligent student who engages in all classroom activities. She supports her
peers and devotes her full attention to everything she does. She is an excellent model of
Holy Family’s values and expectations and strives for social justice within the school
community.
With all the unexpected obstacles of 2021, she has continued to demonstrate her
commitment to her learning by demonstrating pride in the presentation of her online work
as an independent learner.
Makayla is a wonderful Year 6 role model as she possesses an understanding and
patient nature which makes her a valuable peer to many students at Holy Family.

of

God Bless and stay safe

Cheryl Fortini
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Compass Parent Portal will become our primary parent communication tool for day-to-day
operational matters, upcoming events, notices and notifications so it is essential that all
parents download the app.
It is more important than ever that we are able to communicate effectively, especially when it involves the safety of our
children. If you haven't already, we ask that parents download the Compass app onto your device for either Apple or
Android.

Compass is a web-based system allowing you to access up-to-date and meaningful
information about our school and your child’s progress. Compass includes many different
features, including the ability to:

●
●
●
●
●
●

Be informed of important updates, events and reminders
View your child’s timetable
Review your child’s attendance
Provide explanations for periods of absence
Update your contact details
Book Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences.
Compass is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, Safari) or by using the
Compass iOS or Android apps.

HOW TO INSTALL OUR COMPASS APP

For iPhone and iPad users
Click on the “Download on the App Store” button above, or go to the Apple App Store, search for “Compass School
Manager” and download the free Compass app. Search for Holy Family East Granville and you’re ready to go!

For Google Android Users
Click on the “Get it on Google play” button above, or go to the Google Play Store, search for “Compass School Manager”
and download the free Compass app. Search for Holy Family East Granville and you’re ready to go!

Page 6

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

⃝

8th December 2021

⃝

Term 4 Week 10

Alternatively, if you are having trouble finding the Compass link you can go to http://schools.compass.edu.au where you
can search for and find our school’s direct URL.

Parents will have received a username and password via compass email. If you don't have this please check
your spam email or email holyfamilyegranville@parra.catholic.edu.au. If you are having any problems please
contact the office.

HOW TO USE COMPASS
Parent Guides
Compass is a web-based student management system which you can access in two ways:

●
●

the Parent Portal, on any web browser on your computer/device, or
the Compass School Manager app, available on any mobile device.
Instructions for using both the portal and the app are included below.

Click here -

Compass Parent Guide
Access the Portal
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THE NATIVITY SCENE
So where did the nativity scene originate and what does it convey to us in the 21st century?
Saint Francis Of Assisi is credited with creating the very first nativity scene, as a way of evangelising the
Christmas story to a largely illiterate community.
In 1224, he had the idea of creating a ‘living’ recreation of the birth of Jesus, as a way to bring the
Christmas spirit to the local villagers. The local folk of Greccio, a small Italian hilltop town 100 km north
of Rome, had lost sight of the real meaning of Christmas and had become rather self-absorbed and less
than kind to one another. St Francis was inspired by the simplicity and humility of the local shepherds,
guarding their flocks outside of Greccio. So rather than using small figurines in his nativity, St Francis
had real people dressed in biblical robes,and real animals positioned outside a cave on the outskirts of
Greccio.
On Christmas Eve, families travelled far and wide to witness the spectacle. St Francis' aim in starting
this tradition was not just to bring to life the Gospel story of Christ’s nativity but also to draw the
townsfolk and ourselves closer to the heart of Christmas. Francis also wanted them to feel, touch and
imagine the poverty and humility that God’s Son took upon himself at His birth.
In contemplating the nativity scene we are quietened by its simplicity and inspired to treat, speak and
interact with others with the same humility, graciousness and charity that is depicted in the nativity.
As Pope Francis counselled when visiting the nativity cave near Greccio a few years ago: “The nativity
scene reminds us how important it is to stop and contemplate. Because only when we recollect
ourselves can we embrace what counts in life. Only if we leave the noise of the world outside can we
open ourselves to listening to God, who speaks in silence.”
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VINNIES HAMPERS
Thank you Holy Family commuity for your generosity of
spirit in giving to those less fortunate. We have eight,
packed to the brim hampers for the Vinnies team to
distribute to those in need from our community.

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITY.
HAVE A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY BREAK AND I LOOK FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU IN 2022.
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We congratulate Term 4 Learn Daily Award recipients:

Kindergarten

Olivia Yu

Vicas He

Year 1

Druti Lamichhane

Azalea Maskey

Year 2

Jordan Vu

Lawrence Kirby

Year 3

Amen Tewelde

Pamil Limbu

Year 4

David Niulala

Gabriella Yacoub

Year 5

Trisha Kumar

Alannah Feher-Hegarty

Year 6

Tiana Nakhoul

Ghattas Sukkar
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We congratulate Term 4 Live Safely Award recipients:

Kindergarten

Jiji Sikuea

Vincent Gonzales

Year 1

Arogya Aryal

Jonah Katrib

Year 2

Samuel Livingstone

Dylan Zhang

Year 3

Jason Chen

Charli Paleologos

Year 4

Solomone Lemoto

Nicholas Achi

Year 5

Thomas Aguer

Thelma Pearce

Year 6

Stephen Toutai Lemoto

Annabelle Wehbe
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We congratulate Term 4 Love Respectfully Award recipients:
Kindergarten

Aliyah Lutton

Georgia Birchall

Year 1

Niki Chen

Justin Wang

Year 2

Ryan Xue

Oscar He

Year 3

Aanya Lama

Bon Senesi

Year 4

William Livingstone

Adrielle Limos

Year 5

Isabella De Freitas

Samuel Georges

Year 6

Mariah Manolis

Anthony Wehbe
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PBS4L!
To conclude our PBS4L this term our students have been working together to create a presentation of
one thing they have learnt from this term. Our students will be presenting their final creations during
the remainder of the week.

Next Tuesday we will be having a whole school Christmas party in our classrooms. Students will be
participating in a range of Christmas themed activities. Students are allowed to wear a Christmas outfit
with joggers so they can still participate in any sporting activities.
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STUDENT AWARDS
We congratulate Week 8 Term 4 Student of the Week Award recipients:
Kindergarten

Raymond Xue

Olivia Yu

Year 1

Angus White

Jack Nassar

Year 2

Semia Wang

Amelia Katrib

Year 3

Hana Wardrop

Izabella Khuri

Year 4

Mariyan Anwar

Jonathon El Khoury

Year 5

Thomas Aguer

Trisha Kumar

Year 6

Isabelle Pandit

Elias El Kadi
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STUDENT AWARDS
We congratulate Week 9 Term 4 Student of the Week Award recipients:
Kindergarten

Kevin Yang

Georgia Birchall

Year 1

Timoci Visei

Shivam Ram

Year 2

Leo You

Tim Chen

Year 3

Jing Yu

Year 4

Xavier Kurdi

Cindy Chen

Year 5

Jason Chen

Karylle Siron-Swainson

Year 6

Tiana Nakhoul

Tiana Katrib

Bon Senesi

Joachim Halapio
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Absentee Note System - If a teacher marks a student as ‘Not Present’ an SMS will go
out to parents around 12 pm. Please click on the link in the SMS and follow the
instructions to respond. If you do not receive an SMS or are unable to follow the link
please send a note in with your child when they return. If you need help please see Miss
Keane in the office. All notes must be returned within 7 days of the absence or the
student will be marked as ‘Unexplained, unjustified absence’.

Any students leaving must give 10 weeks written notice to the school, a form is available from
the office. 2021 school fees were due by 18/11/2021. Statements have been sent to your mailing
address, please contact the office if you have not received it.

Students away or sent home due to cold or flu like symptoms must supply
negative covid test results or a Doctor’s certificate stating why they do not require a
test and that they are fit to return to school. Please email these to
holyfamilyegranville@parra.catholic.edu.au before sending them back to school or have them
bring them to the office before going into the classroom. Thank you for your help in keeping us all
Covid safe.

Holy Family is going ‘CASHLESS’ as directed by CEDP. Thank you to all those families who have changed over to
paying online or by card. Could parents ordering from BOOK CLUB please also start using the online instructions
on the order form rather than sending cash into school with students.

2021 school fee statements have been sent out. You are still able to make your payment online or at a
post office. If you would like to know your outstanding balance or have not received your statement
please email hali1@parra.catholic.edu.au .
FEEDBACK and COMPLAINTS
Holy Family, East Granville staff always welcome feedback and ideas from the parent community. If you have any feedback, concerns
or complaints please do not hesitate to contact your child's class teacher, Mr Bawden (behaviour) or Mrs Fortini through the school
office (86338200), school email address HolyFamilyEGranville@parra.catholic.edu.au, or through Skoolbag App. The school follows
the CEDP Complaints Handling Policy.
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HFS Parent Calendar - Term 4, 2021
Week

Date

Event

2

Monday 11/10

Remote Learning Continues

3

Monday 18/10

Kindergarten & Year 1 Return to school

Clyde St Pickup resumes
4

Monday 25/10

Year 2 - Year 6 Return to school

5

Monday 1/11

All Saints Day
Band Program resumes

Tuesday 2/11

All Souls Day

Thursday 11/11

Remembrance Day

Friday 12/11

Celebration of Learning - K, 1, & 2 - 9:00am

6
7

Monday 15/11

8

Monday 22/11

9

Monday 29/11
Friday 3/12

10

Monday 6/12
Thursday 9/12

11

Celebration of Learning - 3, 4, 5 & 6 - 9:00am
Reports go home

Christmas Celebrations (TBC)

Monday 13/12
Wednesday 15/12

Last day of school for students

Term 4 - Last day Wednesday 15th December
Term 1 2022 - Year 1 to 6 return Tuesday 1st February 2022
Kindergarten begin Thursday 3rd February
Kindergarten -best start testing by appointment 1st & 2nd February
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