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In Year 4 we have been learning about Lent: A Time for Reconciliation. 
Our driving question is 

‘How can we renew our hearts so that we can walk with Jesus?’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our communication groups we brainstormed words that we can connect to practices and promises to 
help us better understand how we can renew our hearts to walk with Jesus. 
We used wordle as a visual representation to display in our Religion space. 

We also shared what promises we can make to God during the Lenten period to help us feel closer to 
Jesus and live out our Gospel Values everyday. 
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From the Acting Principal…  

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Ash Wednesday  

Today we begin the season of Lent. Lent is the period of 40 days leading up to Easter and the         

celebration of the Resurrection. Lent is a season of reflection and preparation. By observing the 40 

days of Lent, as Christians we replicate Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. 

 

Something to consider over the next 40 days as we prepare for the Risen Lord. 

 

 

 

  

Week 1:        Fast 

When we fill our lives with obligations, relationships, or ways of thinking that 
distract us from focusing on Jesus, we are less able to experience life to its 
fullest. This week challenges you to create space in your life for the full life 

Jesus came to give us. 

  

Week 2:      Pray 

Prayer can seem mysterious, either because of doubts about the ability of 
prater or because it’s difficult to incorporate prayer into daily life. The     
challenge for Week 2 is make time in your day to read and pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, then to create your own prayer based on the model of the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

  

Week 3:    Give 

When we give of ourselves by using the gifts God has given us to serve 
others, we are able to uniquely worship God.This week challenges you to 
explore your gifts and talents and then creatively use those to serve those 

around you. 

  

Week 4:    Thank 

Thankfulness is more than an expression; it is an attitude of life. When we 
are thankful we are better able to experience blessings in our lives. The 
challenge for this week is to thank someone in your life who has expressed 
God’s goodness to you. This week also challenges you to express God’s 

goodness to others in your life. 

Week 5:    Serve 
God values everyone equally and immensely. When we express this to 
each other we are experiencing life with more love. This week challenges 

you to think critically how your actions value others. 

Week 6:   Reflect 
Living a full life requires change. During this week, we will reflect on each of 
the previous weeks, what we have learned, and how we will recommit our-
selves to those actions, even after this journey is over. 
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Catholic Schools Week  

This week 591 Catholic primary and secondary schools across NSW 

and the ACT will celebrate Catholic Schools Week. The main aim of 

Catholic Schools Week is to raise awareness and celebrate the 

strength and distinctiveness of Catholic schools across the State. 

Catholic Schools Week provides us with  an opportunity to showcase 

what is done every day in our schools and invite the community in to 

experience teaching and learning at its best. 

Catholic Schools Week is about strengthening relationships between all those that have a stake in our schools –    

students, staff, families, priests, parishioners, and members of the wider community. 

 

 

Identity Day ~ A celebration of the uniqueness of our Catholic Community 

What an exceptional day of celebration of our Holy Family’s uniqueness, demonstrated through the myriad of gifts, 

talents and interests our students and staff. Congratulations to all who participated, for your fantastic effort put into  

preparing displays, the enthusiasm was contagious and made this a wonderful celebration of our identity as a Catholic 

School. 

Thank you to our Year 2 students, our musicians and choir, Mr Baker, Mrs Bratby, Miss Takchi and Mrs Moujalli for 

leading us in our beautiful liturgy focusing on Catholic Schools Week. As previously stated before we are trying to 

strengthen the bonds of partnership with the parents, parish and wider community. Thank you to everyone who was 

able to attend this event and make it more meaningful for our students. 

 

Road Safety Concerns 

Last week I had the pleasure of meeting Councillor Rahme and a team from Cumberland Council to discuss road safe-

ty issues around Holy Family. There are a few issues that need further clarification so unfortunately not all issues will 

be solved immediately but I will continue to keep you informed . 
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Moving forward one of the main issues is parent awareness of what individual parking signs mean, so I will be posting 

different ones in each newsletter. I have also invited Mr Milan Letunica Council Road Safety Officer to speak briefly to 

the parent community at the end of our assembly in Week 10 (5th April). We have also ordered new signs that will be 

displayed on the fence. 

 

We are also gathering data to see how many families use the Clyde St entrance to the school and if parents would be 

interested in having a Drop Off/Pick Up system in place for the school. The data will determine if this would be        

beneficial for our community. Please complete the survey below. All families are required to complete it so that our 

data is accurate. 

 

Holy Family Road Safety Survey   

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xHFogpUTwCqXmcCqbRmJWQZbrh1qK8F6edpYIAgyuMM/edit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Meeting & Ice-block Fundraiser 

We held the Fundraising Committee meeting last Friday, it was wonderful seeing some new faces amongst the usual 

team of hard workers. Thank you ladies for giving up your time and offering suggestions to raise money to buy further 

items to aid student learning at Holy Family.  

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xHFogpUTwCqXmcCqbRmJWQZbrh1qK8F6edpYIAgyuMM/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xHFogpUTwCqXmcCqbRmJWQZbrh1qK8F6edpYIAgyuMM/edit
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This term we have already had our first Fundraising event on Friday with the sale of ice blocks at lunch time. The   

students enjoyed their Zooper Doopers and  remembered to thank our wonderful band of volunteers. Thank you to 

Mrs Nina El Khoury, Mrs Chris Desmond, Mrs Jamilla Burke and Mrs Nabela Hannouch. 

Our next fundraising event this term will be an Easter Basket Raffle. A note will go home later this week asking for  

donations of Easter Eggs to be used to create baskets of eggs, bunnies etc. for raffle prizes. 

Keep our children safe using Technology 

In the last fortnight there has been a lot of disturbing articles and stories in the news about children watching youtube, 

playing games and Momo appears, a viral challenge encouraging suicide and giving kids tips on how to do it has    

infiltrated children's video websites like YouTube Kids. The older children are talking about this on the playground and 

it is scaring the younger students. The school needs to be supported by all parents, we can do only so much at school. 

Parents have to be vigilant and know what your children are watching, talking to them about what they are watching 

and understanding. 

As a school in each newsletter we will be adding Parent Fact Sheets about how to keep your children safe when using 

technology. These will also be added to the school Facebook page as well as the school website under eSafety     

resources.  This week’s focus is on ‘Momo’ and a very popular game amongst the students ‘Fortnite’.(See the        

following pages) 

Auburn South Community and Recreation Centre 

This week I received an email from Cumberland Council seeking input from local schools and the community as    
Cumberland Council is redeveloping the Auburn RSL Bowling Club Site to deliver a multipurpose community facility 

called ‘Auburn South Community and Recreation Centre’. 

 

They would appreciate community participation in the following online survey. Surveys close on 20th March. 

https://haveyoursay.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/AuburnSouth-communityandrecreation-centre1  

Kind regards, 

Let us remember that as many hands build a house, so many hearts make this school. 

 

Mrs  Cheryl  Fortini 

Acting Principal 

 

 

https://haveyoursay.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/AuburnSouth-communityandrecreation-centre1
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BIRTHDAY WISHES ! 

Congratulations to the following students 

who celebrate their birthday this Month 

Jacob Abdulbaki Kaitlin Commodore 

Jessie Debah Maroun Dib 

Elizabeth El Boutty Leah El Chediac 

Alannah Feher-Hegarty Tayla Kayrouz 

Roberta Koroma Mary Kpaka 

Yihan Lu Ngor Nathiang 

Jouli Moussa Alakor Ngor 

Charli Paleologos Florence Zaitouni 
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Sacramental Program  
Below is the Sacramental schedule for Holy Family Church and Holy Trinity Church. Letters 
detailing the enrolment will be sent out shortly.  

 

Sacrament of Confirmation: Wednesday 26th June 7 pm at Holy Trinity Church. 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation: Thursday 22nd August 6:30 pm Holy Family Church 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion: Sunday 29th September 12 pm Holy Family Church 

 

We also invite you to join us at the Holy Trinity Parish Fair on Sunday 16th June from 11 am 
to 4 pm and the Holy Family Parish Fair on Sunday 27th of October from 10 am to 4 pm.  
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STUDENT AWARDS 

We congratulate Week 4 Student of the Week Award recipients : 

 

 

 

 

Kindy Theophilus Niulala Yihan Lu 

Year 1 Emelia Lum Joe Helou 

Year 2 Akshan Maskey Cindy chen 

Year 3 Elio Dib Miriam Nohra 

Year 4 Kelvin Nyakoi Sonia Khauly 

Year 5 Nathanael Kolo Angelina El Katrib 

Year 6 Myah Abi Kabalane Kaitlin Commodore 
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STUDENT AWARDS 

We congratulate Week 5 Student of the Week Award recipients : 

Kindy Maroun Dib Norah Rai 

Year 1 Joachim Halapio Joanna Lin 

Year 2 Natalie Isaac Gabriel Isaac 

Year 3 Gethyn Griffiths Mimsa Limbu-Walung 

Year 4 Cynthia Walker Annabelle Wehbe 

Year 5 Angelina El Boutty Alex Moaga 

Year 6 Bechara Ghosn Andre Rbeiz 
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The Premier Reading Challenge is for Kindy to Year 9 students.     It commences on the 

4th March and closes on 30th August.     The Challenge aims to encourage a love of   

reading. It is not a competition but a challenge for each to read and acquire the benefits 

of reading.     Some of the benefits of reading are 

Mental stimulation  

Knowledge  

Memory improvement  

Better writing skills  

     Certificates will be handed out in December, once received from the Premier. If you 

would like your child to enter the challenge, please see Mrs Gordon in the library for the 

registration letter.  

 

 

 

 

 BOOK CLUB   Issue 2 
 
Book club brochures for issue 2 have been delivered to the           class-
rooms. Orders are due back on Monday 18TH March 2019. 
Book club orders will be delivered the week of 25th March. 

  
Late orders will not be accepted after this date. 

 
Yours in reading 
Mrs Lyn Gordon/ Library Assistant. 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/
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Canteen Special 

 

Friday Fish Day 
Baked Fish Burger with Lettuce and Mayo-  $4.50 

 

Baked Fish Fingers x 5 -  $3.00 

 

Orders to be placed before 9am either at the canteen counter or in the      

classroom lunch tubs 

 

Available every Friday during Lent 

 

Contact: Fiona – 0435 720413 
Email: fiona@aappleaday.com.au 

mailto:fiona@aappleaday.com.au
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HFS Parent Calendar - Term 1, 2019 

Week Date Event 

6 Friday 8/3 Whole School Assembly Grades 1, 3, 5,6 

7     

  Sunday 17/3 St Patrick’s Day 

8 Tuesday 19/3 St Joseph’s Day Mass 

  Thursday 21/3 Cross Country 

9     

10   Whole School Assembly Grades K, 2, 4, 6 

11 Friday 12/4 Stations of the Cross 


